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Rochester Telephone Corporation ("Rochester") submits
these comments in response to the Commission's Notice+’/ in this
proceeding. The Commission is proposing to create a new
service category in the traffic sensitive switched access
basket within which the rate elements for operator services
provided by exchange carriers would reside.%2/ The Commission
has tentatively concluded that the creation of a separate
service category is necessary:

[to] ensure that operator services
customers as a whole will not
experience large price increases or
decreases in a given year, while at
the same time providing LECs with the

flexibility they may need to adjgst
prices in an incremental manner. /
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The Commission's proposal is unnecessary and the Commission
should, therefore, decline to adopt it. The traffic sensitive
switched access basket already contains four service
categories. An additional category is not needed to address
the Commission's perceived concerns.

The five percent banding limitation applicable to the
existing service categories is more than sufficient to
constrain exchange carriers' pricing of their proposed operator
services. Indeed, when the Commission adopted its price cap
plan for exchange carriers, it concluded that the baskets and
bands that it adopted were sufficient to protect against
discriminatory or predatory pricing.i/

Moreover, the Commission has not identified any
circumstances unique to operator services that would suggest
that a different set of rules should apply to operator services
as opposed to other new services that exchange carriers may
wish to introduce. There is no reason for the Commission to

address a problem that does not exist.
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